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Introduction

In this short book, we're taking a closer look at the milestone
goals of Marcel Dionne's NHL career. But first, a little info about
one of the greatest in the game.

About Marcel Dionne

Marcel Dionne played 1,348 regular season and just 49 playoff
games in the National Hockey League between 1971-72 and
1988-89 with the Detroit Red Wings, Los Angeles Kings and New
York Rangers. He was the second overall pick at the 1971 NHL
Amateur Draft, selected by the Red Wings. Guy Lafleur was the
first overall pick going to the Montreal Canadiens. Many years
later, the two would get a chance to play together with the
Rangers.

Dionne had an oustanding junior career with the St. Catharines
Black Hawks for three years from 1968-69 to 1970-71, totaling at
least 100 points in each campaign. In his final two seasons, he led
the OHA Junior A (now OHL) in scoring, earning the Eddie
Powers Trophy. In 69-70, his 55 goals led the league with a four
goal edge over runner-up Gilbert Perreault. His 132 points were
eleven better than Perreault.

In his last year of junior, 1970-71, he scored 62 and assisted on 81
for 143 points in just 46 games. Surprisingly, he finished third in
goal scoring, nine behind leader Rick Martin and eight behind
runner-up Steve Shutt. He did have a six point edge over Dave
Gardner for the overall lead.

Without any time in the minors, he jumped right into a starring
role with the Red Wings as a rookie in 1971-72. Marcel scored 28
and assisted on 49 for 77 points. He was third in voting for the
Calder Trophy as NHL rookie of the year behind winner Rick
Martin and runner-up Ken Dryden.

With Detroit, he had his first of eight seasons reaching the 100



point plateau with 121 in 1974-75. This placed him third in the
race for the Art Ross Trophy behind Bobby Orr and Phil Esposito.
It would be the last year he would spend with the Red Wings.

A June 23, 1975 trade sent him to the Los Angeles Kings with
Bart Crashley for Terry Harper and Dan Maloney. He spent 12
years with the Kings, putting up some pretty outstanding
numbers. He was a 50 goal scorer six times, putting up a career
best 59 in 1978-79. His 137 points in 1979-80 tied him for the
league lead with Wayne Gretzky.

On March 10, 1987, Marcel was traded to the New York Rangers
with Jeff Crossman for Bobby Carpenter and Tom Laidlaw. He
finished out his NHL career with the Blue Shirts, retiring 37
games into the 1988-89 season.

Dionne's 731 career regular season goals rank him sixth all-time,
ten behind Brett Hull. He is also sixth all-time with 1,771 points.
Marcel was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1992. His
jersey number 16 was retired by the Los Angeles Kings in 1990.
At the time, it was just the second number retired by the team
after Rogie Vachon's number 30 went to the rafters in 1985.

Let's move on to the milestones...
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1971 2" Overall Pick Comes Through In His 3" NHL Game
With 1* NHL Goal

The first of 731 regular season goals scored by Marcel Dionne
over his NHL career came on the night of October 16, 1971. The
second overall pick by the Detroit Red Wings at the 1971 NHL
Amateur Draft, behind just Guy Lafleur (Montreal Canadiens),
went without a point in his first two games.

On this night, playing the Blues at the St. Louis Arena, things did
not go well for the visitors. Detroit lost the game 9-2 and
remained winless on the 1971-72 NHL season. However, it was a
big night for Dionne.

At 4:59 of the third period, Marcel scored his first ever NHL goal,
unassisted, on St. Louis goalie Ernie Wakely. It was one of two
shots on net for Dionne and one of just 16 by the whole Red
Wings team. In the Detroit nets, Al Smith faced a barrage of 51
shots, allowing the nine. The Blues had goals from eight different
players with Wayne Connelly scoring two.

Dionne went on to score 27 more in his rookie 1971-72 season for
a total of 28, one less than number one overall pick Lafleur.
However, Marcel topped Guy in overall points 77 to 64. Of his 28
markers, seven were on the power play and two were game
winners. Head to head, Dionne had four goals and three assists for
seven points against the Canadiens while Lafleur had just two
goals and an assist for three points against the Red Wings.

In that rookie year, Dionne also recorded his first of 29 NHL hat
tricks. It happed against Lafleur and the Canadiens on March 19,
1972 at Detroit Olympia. He scored his 24™, 25™ and 26™ of the
season, all on Montreal goalie Ken Dryden in a 7-6 win. His third
of the game at 18:45, assisted by Nick Libett, stood as the game
winner.

The impressive rookie performance got Dionne a look for the
Calder Trophy as NHL rookie of the year. He finished third in



voting behind winner Ken Dryden of the Montreal Canadiens and
runner-up Rick Martin of the Buffalo Sabres. Gilles Meloche
(California Golden Seals) and Dave Burrows (Pittsburgh
Penguins) were also in the running. Guy Lafleur was left out of
the voting.

Dionne Scores Number 100 At The Aud Against The Buffalo
Sabres

Marcel went into the 1974-75 NHL season needing just eight
goals to reach the 100 goal plateau. In his 21* game of the year,
he made it happen on the road at the Buffalo Memorial
Auditorium. Just like when he scored his first NHL goal against
the St. Louis Blues, this milestone game ended in a Detroit Red
Wings loss.

Dionne scored his eighth of the 1974-75 season and the 100™ of
his NHL career at 14:06 of the third period, the final goal of the
game in a 5-2 loss. The goal was scored on Buffalo goalie Roger
Crozier, unassisted, while Rick Dudley of the Sabres was in the
penalty box for tripping.

Detroit managed just 19 shots on Crozier, four off the stick of
Marcel Dionne. Jim Rutherford took a pounding in Detroit's end
with 46 shots fired his way. The French Connection Line of
Gilbert Perreault, Rene Robert and Rick Martin totaled seven
points with Martin leading the way, scoring one and assisting on
two.

Marcel had gone without a goal in the previous three games
following a hat trick on November 20, 1974. That night, he scored
his 5%, 6™ and 7" of the season while putting 13 shots on New
York Rangers goalie Ed Giacomin. Dionne also assisted on
Detroit's fourth goal of the game, scored by Danny Grant. The
Red Wings lost the game 5-4.

In that 1974-75 NHL season, Dionne scored 47 goals and assisted



on 74 for 121 points. Ten of his goals were scored shorthanded,
leading the league. He was third in the race for the Art Ross
Trophy, 14 points behind leader Bobby Orr of the Bruins.

1974-75 was also the end of the Marcel Dionne era in Detroit. On
June 23, 1975, he was traded to the Los Angles Kings with Bart
Crashley for Terry Harper, Dan Maloney and a draft pick. In his
time with Detroit, Dionne scored 139 of his 731 career goals.

Marcel Dionne Nets 200" Career Goal But Kings Get Run
Over By Minnesota

A night after Dionne scored numbers 197, 198 and 199 in a game
against his former team in Detroit, he reached the 200 goal
plateau early in a December 28, 1976 match against the
Minnesota North Stars. Marcel put one past Minnesota goalie
Gary Smith at 4:35 of the first period, assisted by Gene Carr. This
gave the Kings an early 1-0 lead but it wouldn't last.

By the time the first frame was done, the home team had a 3-1
lead and Dionne would not get on the scoresheet again. Powered
by a pair of shorthanded goals by Tom Younghans and Bill
Fairbairn, the North Stars took down the Kings 8-3 for just their
seventh win in 35 games. Butch Goring and Dave Schultz
rounded out the scoring for Los Angeles.

1976-77 was the first year Dionne topped 50 goals in a season.
Interestingly, the 50th was scored against the same Minnesota
North Stars. Number 50 was scored at 9:16 of the second period
on Pete LoPresti, assisted by Butch Goring and Mike Murphy.
Marcel had three goals in the game, two on LoPresti and one on
Gary Smith. He added two assists for a five point night.

Dionne scored 53 goals that year, adding 69 assists for 122 points.
He finished third in goal scoring, seven behind leader Steve Shutt
of the Montreal Canadiens and three behind Shutt's teammate

Guy Lafleur. The trio were the only players to surpass the 50 goal



plateau that season. Marcel was runner-up for the Art Ross
Trophy, 14 points behind Lafleur. He won the Lady Byng Trophy
for the second time and finished tied for fifth in voting for the
Hart Trophy as NHL MVP.

Marcel Dionne Shuts Down The Atlanta Flames With Career
Goal Number 300

The Los Angeles Kings hosted the Atlanta Flames at the Forum
on December 9, 1978 in a matchup between two pretty equal
teams in the standings. The Flames got on the board first with Pat
Ribble scoring on Mario Lessard just 41 seconds into the game. It
would be the only goal Atlanta would score in the match.

Dave Taylor tied the score with his 14™ of the season at 4:48 of
the second period on Dan Bouchard, assisted by Dionne and
Danny Grant. At 12:28 of the second, Marcel put his 21* of the
1978-79 NHL season and the 300™ of his career past Bouchard on
the power play, assisted by Grant and Butch Goring. This would
stand as the game winning goal in the 5-1 win.

Marcel led the way that night with seven shots on Bouchard. The
Kings put 42 on Atlanta's goalie while Lessard turned away all
but one of 27 at the other end of the ice. Glenn Goldup, Rick
Hampton and Bert Wilson had the other markers for Los Angeles.

In 1978-79, Dionne had a career high 59 goals. This was good for
second in the NHL, ten behind Mike Bossy of the New York
Islanders. His 130 points were just four off Art Ross Trophy
winner Bryan Trottier, also from the Islanders. Marcel finished
third in voting for the Hart Trophy behind winner Trottier and
runner-up Guy Lafleur.

Dionne was, however, the recipient of the Lester B. Pearson
Award, now known as the Ted Lindsay Award, for the Most
Outstanding Player as selected by the NHLPA. It was the first of
two consecutive seasons winning the award.



Dionne Dominates Canucks While Netting Number 400

It took Marcel Dionne just 1:30 into a home game against the
Vancouver Canucks to score the 400™ goal of his NHL career.

On December 4, 1980, the Canucks were visiting the Los Angeles
Kings at the Forum. Vancouver's Tiger Williams took a charging
penalty just 39 seconds into the game. Marcel capitalized less
than a minute into the power play with his 20" of the 1980-81
season and the 400™ of his career. The goal was scored on Gary
Bromley and assisted by Dave Taylor and Jerry Korab.

The Canucks got back into it, tying the game on a Per-Olov
Brasar goal less than two minutes later. With the game just six
minutes old, Marcel set up the game winner by Steve Jensen and
also assisted by Korab. This was the third power play goal of the
game.

In the second period, Dionne helped Dave Taylor cap the scoring
for the night, also assisted by Charlie Simmer. The game ended in
a 3-1 victory and Marcel played a part in all three markers for Los
Angeles. The Kings were relatively easy on Bromley with just 21
shots. Six of those were off Dionne's stick, leading the team.

1980-81 was another big year offensively for Marcel with 58
goals and 77 assists for 135 points. This placed him second in
goal scoring, ten behind Mike Bossy just like in 1978-79. In the
race for the Art Ross Trophy, Dionne was a distant runner-up to
Wayne Gretzky with 29 less points. He led the league in shots on
goal for the third consecutive season with 342.

There was no denying Wayne Gretzky the Hart Trophy as league
MVP. However, Marcel was relegated to third in voting behind
goaltender Mike Liut of the St. Louis Blues. Dionne was named a
Second Team All-Star at centre with Gretzky taking First Team
honours.

The third best offense in the NHL still couldn't advance in the



Stanley Cup playoffs. Los Angeles had 337 goals for during the
regular season, behind just the New York Islanders and St. Louis
Blues. They tied the Buffalo Sabres for fourth overall with 99
points, just four behind the Norris Division leading Montreal
Canadiens. Still, when they met the New York Rangers in the
opening round, they lost three games to one to a team that was 25
points behind in the standings.

Milestones: Marcel Dionne Shines With 500" NHL Goal
While Rest Of The Kings Take The Night Off

On December 14, 1982, the Los Angeles Kings played the
Washington Capitals on the road at the Capital Center. Marcel
Dionne went into the game sitting at the 499 goal mark over his
NHL career. This was the 4™ game of what was a 1-12-2 run for
the Kings. It certainly wasn't the one win over the streak.

Three minutes into the game, Marcel got the milestone goal out of
the way, scoring number 500 of his career on Washington goalie
Al Jensen. Jensen and Dionne would be teammates with the

Kings for a short time in 1986-87. It was his 12" of the season,
assisted by Ulf Isaksson and Jerry Korab.

Marcel scored number 501 unassisted at 6:31 of the second period
but those would be the only two goals Los Angeles would score
in the game, a 7-2 loss to the Caps. Dionne had eight of the just

21 shots on Jensen in the game. Leading the way for the Capitals
were Dennis Maruk with a goal and two assists, along with Bobby
Carpenter who had three helpers.

Dionne went on to score 56 goals in that 1982-83 NHL season. It
was the last of six times he would surpass the 50 goal plateau. He
placed fifth in the league that year, just a goal behind Michel
Goulet. Marcel went on to score 731 over his NHL career, the
sixth most all-time.



Dionne Scores His 600™ Career Goal While In The Midst Of
An Eight Game Scoring Streak

1984-85 was a bit of a renaissance for Marcel Dionne. His point
totals had been declining since he put up a personal best of 137 in
1979-80. After dropping below the 100 point mark in 1983-84 for
the first time since 1977-78, he shot back to 126 for 84-85. It
would the last of eight times during his NHL career that Dionne
would top 100.

He went into the campaign needing 17 goals to reach 600. He
scored that milestone goal on December 15, 1984 at home against
the Calgary Flames, his 30™ game of the season. This was the
second in a string of eight games with at least a goal and the
second game of a productive four game stretch against teams
from Alberta.

Two nights before, he had a goal and two assists agaist the Oilers.
He had the same numbers in the 600" goal game against the
Flames, two more goals against Calgary in the second half of a
back-to-back and two more points against the Oilers in Edmonton
a night later. In all, he had ten points in the four games.

On December 15, 1984 at the Great Western Forum, Dionne
scored his 17" of the 1984-85 NHL season and the 600" of his
career at 14:26 of the first period on Calgary goalie Rejean
Lemelin, assisted by Dave Taylor and Mark Hardy. The goal was
scored on the power play with Jim Peplinski in the box for
interference.

In the second period, Marcel kept the offense going, assisting on a
pair of Mark Hardy power play goals. The second of those two,
scored with just eight seconds left in the period, remained as the
game winner in a 6-5 Kings victory. The period had started in
similarly quick fashion with Kent Nilsson scoring for Calgary just
12 seconds in. Nilsson completed his hat trick, scoring the only
two goals in the third period.



Bernie Nicholls reaped the rewards of playing on a line with
Dionne, finishing the night with four assists. Nicholls also led the
Kings with five shots on net. Hardy and Jim Fox both had two
goals and an assist each with Terry Ruskowski scoring the other
goal for the Kings.

In reaching those 126 points, Marcel recorded eight 4-point
games. A pair of those were against Wayne Gretzky and the
Edmonton Oilers. In the race for the Art Ross Trophy, Dionne
finished fourth, a distant 82 points behind leader Gretzky, nine
points behind Jari Kurri and just four behind Dale Hawerchuk.

Also in a game against the Flames that year, Marcel recorded the
last of his 29 NHL hat tricks. At home on November 19, 1984, he
scored his 8", 9™ and 10™ of the season, all on Calgary goalie Don
Edwards in a 5-4 Los Angeles win.

Marecel's 700" Scored In Rivalry Game Between Rangers and
Islanders

1987-88 was the only full season Marcel Dionne played with the
New York Rangers. Even then, he missed 13 games. He had come
over from the Los Angeles Kings 67 games into the 1986-87 NHL
season in a March 10, 1987 trade with Jeff Crossman that sent
Bobby Carpenter and Tom Laidlaw to California.

Dionne went into 1987-88 needing just seven goals to reach the
700 goal plateau. Today, there are just eight players that have
reached this milestone. In 1987, there was just Gordie Howe and
Phil Esposito before him. Going into game eleven of the
campaign, Marcel was at 699 and had just one goal over his
previous five games after a rapid start to the season.

On October 31, 1987, the Rangers paid a visit to the New York
Islanders at Nassau Veterans Coliseum for a Halloween game. For
most of the game, it was all Islanders. The home team scored
eight straight goals before the Blue Shirts finally got on the board



at 15:15 of the third period when Walt Poddubny scored his tenth
of the season on Kelly Hrudey. With time running out, it looked
like Dionne would have to wait another game.

However, with just 33 seconds left in the match, Marcel put in his
seventh of the year and 700™ of his NHL career. It was a power
play goal on Hrudey, assisted by James Patrick and Bruce Bell. It
was one of four shots he put on net in the game. The final score
was 8-2 for the Islanders

In his 67 games with the Rangers that year, Dionne scored a
respectable 31 goals while adding 34 assists for 65 points. It was
the last of 17 times he would have at least 20 goals in a single
season. 22 of the 31 markers were scored on the power play while
four were game winners.

In his first game at the Forum in Los Angeles since being traded
from the Kings, Dionne put on a show for his old crowd. On
November 7, 1987, he scored his tenth and eleventh goals of the
season on L.A. Goalie Roland Melanson while also assisting on a
Jari Gronstrand goal for a three point game. It wasn't enough as
the Kings edged the Rangers 5-4.

Rookie Marcel Dionne Scores 1% of 29 Career Hat Tricks
Against Ken Dryden And The Canadiens

In 1971-72, Dionne's first year in the NHL, he scored 28 goals for
the Detroit Red Wings. Three of those were in a game on March
19, 1972 at Detroit Olympia against the Montreal Canadiens. In
fact, his first two hat tricks were at home against the Habs.
Throughout his career, he would have just one more three goal
game against Montreal, in 1980 as a member of the Los Angeles
Kings.

On this night, Marcel scored the first and last goals of the game.
In between, the teams combined for another eleven markers. His
first goal was scored 2:14 into the game, unassisted. Dionne's



second goal was scored at 8:29 of the third period, assisted by
Larry Johnston and Nick Libett. This put the Red Wings up 6-4.

The two goal lead was not safe and Montreal struck for a pair of
goals to tie the game at 6-6. At 18:45 of the third, Dionne scored
his third of the game and 26™ of the 1971-72 NHL season,
assisted by Libett. This proved to be the game winner in a 7-6
Detroit victory. Marcel led the Red Wings with six shots on
Dryden. The Montreal goalie faced a total of 36. At the other end
of the ice, Andy Brown turned away 37 of 43 in the win.

Marcel would score just two more goals over the final six games
of the season. However, in the team's next game after beating
Montreal, he had a four assist night in Vancouver against the
Canucks. He followed that up with his remaining two goals, along
with two assists for another four point game, this time against the
Los Angeles Kings. The result was eleven points in three games
over a four day stretch.

The surge in scoring helped the Wings go 4-2-1 over their final
seven games but it wasn't enough to get them into the post season.
Detroit came up four points short for the fourth and final playoff
spot in the East Division. If they were in the West, their 76 points
would have put them in third place and into post season
contention. Over his four years with Detroit, Dionne did not
appear in the playoffs.

Dionne Has His 1* NHL Four Goal Game Against His
Original Team

Of his 29 hat tricks that Marcel Dionne scored during his National
Hockey League career, three came with a bonus goal. He never
scored more than four in a game. His first four goal game
happened on January 13, 1979 at Detroit Olympia against the Red
Wings, the team that drafted him second overall at the 1971 NHL
Amateur Draft.



The Wings were dismal. To that point in the 1978-79 NHL
season, Detroit had won just eight of their first 43 games. Things
would not get better on this night. Dionne scored the first of his
four goals on the power play at 7:36 of the first period to tie the
score at 1-1. The goal was scored on former Kings teammate
Rogie Vachon and assisted by Steve Jensen and Syl Apps.

The Kings took a 4-2 lead into the second period, a frame that
belonged to Dionne. Marcel scored his 32™ and 33™ of the season
to give Los Angeles a 6-2 lead. The first of the period was scored
at 4:43 with assists to Randy Holt and Randy Manery. The second
was at 13:43 from Robert Palmer and Manery.

Detroit clawed back with an early third period marker but that
was all they'd get past Kings goalie Mario Lessard. Marcel
finished up the scoring with his fourth of the game and 34™ of the
season with 27 seconds left in the game, assisted again by Randy
Manery, along with Charlie Simmer.

Dionne's next four goal game came at the start of the 1979-80
season in Denver against the Colorado Rockies. He scored his 3™,
4™ 5™ and 6™ goals of the season and added an assist on a Dave
Taylor marker for a five point night. The Kings won the game 7-4
and Marcel's third of the match was the game winner. Hardy
Astrom was in net for all seven Los Angeles goals. Lessard turned
away 37 of 41 in the win.

The third and final four goal game of Dionne's career was again
against the Detroit Red Wings. In a November 11, 1981 home
game, he scored his 17", 18" 19™ and 20™ goals of the 1981-82
NHL season. He also assisted on a Charlie Simmer goal for a five
point total.

It was a bad night for Detroit goalie Corrado Micalef, and a short
one for sure. Micalef allowed four goals on six shots over a 4:24

span, starting just 54 seconds into the game. He was replaced by

Gilles Gilbert just 5:18 into the game. Gilbert allowed four more

goals on 21 shots and the Wings lost the game 8-1. The Triple



Crown Line of Dionne, Charlie Simmer and Dave Taylor
combined for eleven points in the game.

Dionne Scores His Final NHL Goal On Kelly Hrudey

Marcel Dionne played just 37 games with the New York Rangers
in his final NHL season, 1988-89. He added seven goals to his
career total, scoring just a single goal over his final 16 games. His
last goal, like his 700", was scored against the New York
Islanders at Nassau Veterans Coliseum.

On January 7, 1989, in his 30" game of the 1988-89 NHL season,
Marcel put his 731 career goal past Kelly Hrudey at 3:02 of the
third period, assisted by Ulf Dahlen and Brian Leetch. It was one
of two shots Dionne had on net in the game. The Rangers won the
match 5-1.

Interestingly, Guy Lafleur had an assist for the Rangers in the
game, helping on a Kelly Kisio goal in the first period. Way back
at the 1971 NHL Amateur Draft, Lafleur was the first overall pick
by the Montreal Canadiens and Dionne was second overall going
to the Detroit Red Wings. All these years later, the two legends
were playing together for the New York Rangers, if only for that
one season.

That year, Marcel would play in the minors for the first time in
his career. He appeared in nine games with the [HL's Denver
Rangers contributing 13 assists and zero goals. It was the first
time he'd played outside the NHL since 1970-71 when he was a
junior with the St. Catharines Black Hawks.

We hope you enjoyed this short but detailed look at the goal
scoring milestones of Marcel Dionne's NHL career.

If you're looking for similar content on the history of the NHL,



we put it out on a daily basis at our Facebook Page: VHCReport
and on our Website.

Some of the resources we use:

HockeyDB
NHL.com

Hockey-Reference
Wikipedia

Elite Prospects
NHL Trade Tracker
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Regular Season

Season
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89

Playoffs
Season
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89

Team

Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Red Wings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
New York Rangers
New York Rangers
New York Rangers
Totals

Team

Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Red Wings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Kings
New York Rangers
New York Rangers
New York Rangers
Totals
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78
77
74
80
80
80
70
80
80
80
78
80
66
80
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67
14
67
37
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